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  Richard & Betty McNutt have been long-time friends 
of the Holmes County Education Foundation.  Recently they 
were recognized by the Holmes County Education Foundation 
Board of Trustees as the recipient of the 2015 Friend of 
Philanthropy Award.  Betty accepted the award on behalf 
of the couple as Richard passed away in June.  This local 
award was created in 2011 as a way to honor individuals 
and couples and to recognize their philanthropic support and 
efforts that have changed the lives of young people in the 
Holmes County community.
  Both Richard and Betty graduated from Hardin 
Northern High School in 1954.  Betty obtained her education 
bachelor’s degree from Bowling Green State University and 

her master’s degree in physical education from Kent State University.  Richard 
also known as Dick, obtained both his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
agriculture from The Ohio State University.  They were married in 1959.  
 Dick taught Vocational Agriculture for fi ve years at Utica High School 
and then went onto become the 4-H Agent 
for Portage County for fi ve years.  The couple 
moved to Holmes County and Dick became the 
OSU Extension Agent from 1969-1987.  He 
retired in 1987. 
 Betty taught at Utica, Huron, Crestview, 
Rootstown and East Holmes schools.  She 
retired from East Holmes in 1989 after 
teaching biology and physical education 
classes.  
       The McNutt’s have been active members 
of this community for many years.  In their 
spare time, they enjoyed traveling, golfi ng, 
music, training Standardbred race horses, and 
volunteering for various organizations.  Dick 
was a long-time member of the Millersburg 
Rotary Club.
 The couple established the 
McNutt Scholarship with the Holmes 
County Education Foundation in 2004. 
Betty stated, “Dick and I were both 
educators and strongly believe in 
the importance of post-secondary 
education.  We were not fortunate 
enough to have our own children, so 
we decided that we wanted to help 
others with our scholarship.” 
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Darla A. Stitzlein, Executive Director

generous families and individuals 
are very down to earth people and 
approachable.  We are grateful to 
have them invest in our mission and 
our students. 

 People give to others for 
various reasons. Some give for 
fi nancial reasons and to receive tax 
deductions to offset paying more 
income tax.  Some give because they 
just like to help others.  Some give 
because it makes them feel better 
about themselves.  This may be a 
selfi sh reason, but it is really a win-
win scenario.  Such a scenario helped 
me recently. 

 This past fall I felt the losses 
of a classmate and also a child of 
a classmate.  These two souls were 
so young and taken way too early.  
My reaction was to help.   I called.  I 
texted. I sent cards.  I gave hugs.  I 
listened.  I cried.  I prayed.  I donated 
money.  I still felt a hole within.  I 
read somewhere that the best thing 
to do when you are feeling low is to 

take the focus off of yourself and 
focus it onto others.  The timing was 
perfect when I read in the church 
bulletin that they needed cookie 
bakers for Hospice patients.  I love 
to bake.  So, I poured myself into 
baking cookies for someone that 
I’ll never know.  I smiled knowing 
that my cookies will bring a smile 
to someone who is suffering.  This 
eased my suffering as well.  

 Thank you to all of the 
donors that support the Education 
Foundation by giving of your time 
or money.  We appreciate your 
generosity and hope that it is 
fulfi lling your needs too.  I offer 
my congratulations to Dick and 
Betty McNutt on receiving our 2015 
Friend of Philanthropy Award!  This 
generous couple dedicated their 
lives to helping others during their 
careers and through their community 
service activities. 

Darla A. Stitzlein

Executive Session
A Message from our Director

“If you’re not making someone else’s 
life better, then you’re wasting your 
time. Your life will become better by 
making other lives better.”
- Will Smith, American actor, 
producer, rapper and songwriter

 As I read through this issue 
of Keynotes, I’m so proud to be 
a part of an organization and 
community that are so giving of 
themselves and their resources to 
help others.  One doesn’t have to 
be a millionaire to give to help 
others. Our supporters come from 
all walks of life but have a common 
thread of helping others. These 

Bruce & Neva Stambaugh

Bruce and Neva Stambaugh have been 
tremendous assets to the foundation 

for several  years.  In addition to making 
annual charitable contributions, the 

Stambaugh family has actively supported 
the HCEF in the pursuit to help others 

acheive higher education.   “Beyond the 
limited funds we have donated, Neva and 

I have experienced great satisfaction 
through actively encouraging others 

to give and participate in the extended 
education of others. That has been the 

greatest impact for us.”
 - Bruce Stambaugh

DONOR 
HIGHLIGHT
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The Holmes County Education Foundation has had the 
privilege of working with several donors throughout 

the years in establishing educational scholarships. Each 
of these scholarships is created by a donor to meet their 
unique philanthropic interests, achieve their charitable 
goals, and improve the quality of life for Holmes County 
residents.

As a special recognition of donors of $25,000 or 
more, we establish named Endowed ScholarshipsEndowed Scholarships. These 
are often a tribute to a milestone event, such as an 
anniversary or birthday, or to honor a celebrated life. 
The donor may determine the name of the scholarship 
and its criteria.

The Holmes County Education Foundation relies 
solely on the contributions of citizens who recognize the 
importance of education. Help us continue to provide 
the residents of Holmes County with educational 
opportunities by remembering the Holmes County 
Education Foundation in your will. Contact Executive 
Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to discuss 
establishing a scholarship.

·Holmes County Education Foundation Scholarship
·[Anonymous Donors] Achievement Scholarship
·Baserman/Irving Family Scholarship
·Jennifer Bird Duff Memorial Scholarship
·Harold (H.T.) & Louise Blum Scholarship
·Joe & Frieda Bock Scholarship
·Ami Breitenbucher Memorial Nursing Scholarship
·Cary Scholarship
·College Access Last Dollar Grant
·Ralph B. & Alta M. Dickersheet Scholarship
·Herbert & Corrinne Drushell Scholarship
·Donald C. Egger Memorial Scholarship
·French Ridge Title Co. LTD Scholarship
·Aimee Frenette-Rickly Memorial Scholarship
·Robert & Elsie Galley Educational Scholarship
·Melanie A. Gehm Memorial Scholarship
·Julius and Helen Grassbaugh Scholarship
·Graven Family Nursing Scholarship
·Paul & Esther Haudenschild Memorial Music Scholarship
·Carol Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship
·Heinbuch Memorial Scholarship
·Fred & Ollie Hoffman Scholarship
·Jennifer M. Jones Memorial Scholarship
·Key Foundation Endowed Scholarship
·Killbuck Area Scholarship
·Thomas Layman Memorial Scholarship
·Helen Logsdon Scholarship 
·Bruce & Janet Mann Scholarship
·Master’s Service Scholarship
·Warren McCulloch Memorial Scholarship
·McNutt Scholarship
·Millersburg Rotary Club Scholarship
·Patricia M. Morganti Memorial Scholarship
·Keith Nowels Memorial Scholarship
·William H. Patten III Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. Owen & Mildred Patterson Scholarship
·Raymond J. & Louella F. Patterson Scholarship for Teachers
·Robert & Della Ramseyer Scholarship
·Rodhe Family Scholarship
·Sauerbrey Memorial Scholarship
·John W. & Geneva Schuler Scholarship
·Judson & Beverly Schuler Scholarship
·Blair Slutz Memorial Education Scholarship
·R. Dean & Jean A. Smith Scholarship
·Darb Snyder Educational Scholarship
·Roy & Dorothy Stallman Memorial Scholarship
·Marcia L. Stutzman Memorial Scholarship
·Maxine Waltman Memorial Scholarship
·Don & Oneta (“Grandma”) Way Memorial Scholarship

Scholarship applications for new students are now
available! High school seniors, adult non-traditional
students, and others who reside in Holmes County
who demonstrate fi nancial need to pursue a higher

education are welcome to apply! Scholarship
applications are available online at www.hcef.net

under the “Scholarship & Grant Seekers” tab.  The
application is available to complete online, however

the completed application including one’s high
school transcript or most recent college transcript,
an acceptance letter from an accredited college/

university, and Student Aid Report from the 2016 Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must be

submitted by mail, in-person, or via fax before the
April 15, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. deadline.

2016 - 2017 Scholarship 
Applications now available

·Weber Girls Scholarship·Weber Girls Scholarship
·Paul & Elizabeth Young Memorial Music Scholarship
·Helen Youngs Music Scholarship
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 The Bruce and Janet Mann Scholarship was established 
recently by Janet B. Mann and created to honor and memorialize her 
husband Bruce and their belief in further education.  The Bruce and 
Janet Mann Scholarship will be awarded to Holmes County students 
with demonstrated fi nancial need and who are the fi rst child in their 
family to attend college.  The award will be presented annually and 
is limited to tuition and student fees.  This scholarship is renewable.   

     The couple was married for 26 years before Bruce passed 
away in 2015 at the age of 77.   Bruce had 50 years’ experience 
in health physics and environmental engineering with 30 years’ 
experience in nuclear industry projects.  Janet obtained a BA 
degree in Criminology from The Ohio State University.  She was 
also a graduate of Boyd Travel School, Dale Carnegie, Leadership 
Lancaster, PA, and a Master Gardener.  They had three children: 

Chris, Lauren, and Matthew.

 The couple moved to Holmes County in 2003 and Janet became involved with several local garden 
clubs and boards.  Janet has also spent time volunteering on a crisis hotline, helping with rehabilitation 
of juvenile offenders, providing counseling for a junior leadership conference, and served as a volunteer 
Master Gardener for the Governor’s Residence Heritage Gardens.

 Foundation Executive Director Darla Stitzlein commented, “It’s evident to me that Bruce and Janet 
have placed a strong value on the importance of education and supporting youth.  Establishing this 
scholarship allows their values to be carried on for future generations by encouraging today’s youth in 
their pursuit of higher education.  We are extremely grateful to Janet 
for her generosity and the compassion that she shows to others.”

Janet & Bruce Mann

 The Paul and Elizabeth Young Memorial Music Scholarship
was established recently by the family of the late couple and was 
created to honor Paul and Elizabeth and their love of music.  The Paul 
and Elizabeth Young Memorial Music Scholarship will be awarded to 
West Holmes High School graduates with demonstrated fi nancial need 
pursuing studies in music or having four years of high school music. 

 The couple was married for 58 years before Elizabeth passed 
away in 2004 at the age of 79.  Paul passed away in 2015 at the age 
of 90.  The couple raised three sons: Brent, Brad, and Brian.   

     In 1965, the couple opened Young Music & Sound.  Even though 
Paul didn’t play an instrument, he and Elizabeth wanted to provide 
something for Holmes County which was needed.  Elizabeth did the 
music part and Paul handled the business end.  Elizabeth worked many 
years as a clerk/cashier at several downtown businesses before they 
opened the music store.  

 Brad Young stated, “Mom and Dad would be proud that their legacy will continue after their 
passing and that their hard work and dedication to this area will help others to advance their learning 
and maybe even produce a musician or two in the process.”

Elizabeth & Paul Young
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keyholder’s society

Thank You Advisory Board Members for your Service

The Holmes County Education Foundation would like to thank 
the following individuals for their contributions, ideas, and 
support for the foundation: Kurt Stutzman (Killbuck Savings 
Bank), Pastor Larry Hasemeyer (Gateway Fellowship), Kim 
Croft (Pomerene Hospital), and Tracy Reiheld (Killbuck 
Savings Bank).  Your time spent on the advisory board has 
made impactful changes within our community! We wish 
continued success in your future endeavors.

Front Row (L-R): Kim Croft and 
Tracy Reiheld
Front Row (L-R): Kim Croft and 
Tracy Reiheld
Front Row (L-R): Kim Croft and 

Back Row (L-R): Kurt Stutzman and 
Tracy Reiheld
Back Row (L-R): Kurt Stutzman and 
Tracy Reiheld

Pastor Larry Hasemeyer
Back Row (L-R): Kurt Stutzman and 
Pastor Larry Hasemeyer
Back Row (L-R): Kurt Stutzman and 

We are pleased to announce and welcome 
the newest member of the Holmes County 
Education Foundation Advisory Board, Nicole 
Horn, DPM. of Performance Foot & Ankle 
in Millersburg! She also is a former HCEF 
scholarship recipient.

The Keyholder’s Society was established in 2014 to recognize and thank those donors who have 

included or intend to include the Holmes County Education Foundation in their wills, trusts, 

retirement plans, life insurance designations, and other planned gifts.  By joining, you can take 

satisfaction in knowing that you are part of an important legacy.  Contact Executive Director Darla 

Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to learn more about becoming a member of the Keyholder’s Society.

honorary founding members

linda & mike angelo
anonymous (3)
kay e. earney
robin c. hovis

richard & betty mcnutt
john & dona roberts
mike & cindy taylor



Providing our Community with Key 
Opportunities for Further Education

Make an investment in our community 
by donating today! You may use the 
enclosed donor envelope or check 
out our website at www.hcef.net
for online giving options!

114 North Clay Street
Millersburg, OH 44654
Phone: 330.674.7303
Fax: 330.674.7313
E-mail: info@hcef.net
Web: www.hcef.net
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college, allowing me to focus on my 
education,” states Jane.  Jane explains 
that the knowledge she gained while 
attending college prepared her for her 
current position.  “College was a great 
opportunity to learn about different 
aspects of agriculture and see things 
from a different perspective.  I loved 
the opportunity to meet new people 
and experience new things.”  One key 
aspect of Jane Houin’s role is to per-
form outreach duties to educate others 
about environmental topics as well as 
the district offi ce in which she works.  
“My degree is in Ag Communication,” 
comments Jane, “which over the course 
of my career has evolved into a passion 
for educating students about the science 
of agriculture and that is a large part 
of what drew me to the Holmes Soil & 
Water Conservation District Offi ce.  I 
love to share the story of agriculture.”  

 Jane enjoys spending her free 
time attending all of the activities her 
children are involved in including: 4-H, 
youth rodeos, karate, and horse shows.  
She states she also participates in her 
family’s rodeo stock contracting busi-
ness, Buckeye Rodeo Co.

Spotlight on Alumni

“There’s no place like Holmes “There’s no place like Holmes “T
County to live and raise a family.  I love 
that my kids enjoy many of the same 
experiences I did,” says former HCEF 
scholarship recipient Jane (Taft) Houin.  
Jane currently resides with her husband 
Craig and three children Aubree, 
Garrett, and Tristan in Lakeville, Ohio.  
She is employed with the Holmes Soil 
& Water Conservation District as the 
Administrative Assistant.    

 After graduating West Holmes 
High School in 1992, Jane decided 
to pursue Ag Communication at Pur-
due University.  It was at this time, the 
Holmes County Education Foundation 
awarded her a scholarship to assist in 
achieving her educational goals.  “The 
HCEF really helped to alleviate some 
of the fi nancial burden of attending 

Jane (Taft) Houin


