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Cary’s named 2014 Friend of Philanthropy
 Richard and Virginia Cary were recognized 
posthumously as the 2014 “Friend of Philanthropy” by 
the Holmes County Education Foundation (HCEF) Board 
of Trustees.  The “Friend of Philanthrophy” award was 
created in 2011 as a way to honor individuals and to 
recognize their philanthropic support and efforts that 
have changed the lives of young people in the Holmes 
County community.  They were life-long residents of 
Holmes County and long-time friends of the HCEF.

 Richard, was a 1936 graduate of Ohio 
Wesleyan University; was involved with many local 
organizations; was an active member of the United 
Methodist Church; served in WWII; and later 
became president of Adams Bank.

 Virginia graduated from Millersburg High School in 1937.  She worked at 
the Holmes County Auditor’s Offi ce for 46 years.  She was a member of the United 
Methodist Church, Covenant Group of Millersburg, Eastern Star, Theta Sigma Society, 
Junior Sorosis, Briar Hill Bridge and Mother’s Club 
and volunteered at the Millersburg Historical 
Society. 

 In 2000, the couple donated the family 
home, now known as the “Cary House”, that was 
built by H.W. and Kittie Cary in 1906.  The Cary 
Scholarship is also administered by the HCEF.  
Twelve students have received assistance with 
higher education funding through this scholarship 
since its’ creation.

 Their daughter, Ann Christensen accepted 
the award on their behalf.  Of this honor, 
Christensen stated, “On behalf of my parents, I 
am honored to accept this award.  My parents 
spent most of their lives in Millersburg.  It was their 
life-long home.  Both cherished church, friends, 
and all Ohioans.  They would be pleased to know 
that the HCEF and the young people it serves are 
benefi tting by receiving an education.  Thanks to 
all those who support this worthwhile 
cause.”

 Foundation Executive 
Director Darla Stitzlein commented, 
“On behalf of the HCEF, I’d like to 
thank Richard and Virginia for their 
contribution to the HCEF.  The gift of 
the Cary House provided us and the 
community with a wonderful facility 
to operate out of and to share.  It’s 
in a fabulous location and offers 
us great visibility to the public.  In 
addition, their scholarship is a tribute 
to the value that they placed on 
education.” 

Richard and Virginia Cary

Ann (Cary) Christensen (left) accepts the 
2014 Friend of Philanthropy Award on 

behalf of her parents, Richard & Virginia 
Cary, from Darla Stitzlein, Holmes County 
Education Foundation Executive Director.
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Darla A. Stitzlein, Executive Director

these students obtained certifi cates, 
but most pursued an associate’s or 
bachelor’s degree.  Many returned 
to Holmes County and surrounding 
counties and are now working in our 
community and making an impact on 
those they serve.  

You’ve heard of the ripple 
effect?  The impact of one rain drop 
hitting the surface of a pond sends 
ripples drifting outward for as far as 
you can see.   I have the opportunity 
to witness this ripple effect when I 
am out in the community.  Recently, 
I assisted with mock interviews for 
high school students.  Two former 
scholarship recipients also assisted.  
It was nice to see these young 
professionals helping  students learn 
about resume writing, preparing 
portfolios, and properly conducting 
themselves at a job interview.  
I’ve witnessed former scholarship 
recipients assisting the elderly with 
their physical therapy rehabilitation.  
I’ve witnessed former scholarship 
recipients helping students and their 
parents apply to colleges and apply 

for fi nancial aid.  I’ve witnessed 
former scholarship recipients assist 
parents with opening college 
savings plans for their children. It’s 
wonderful to see the investment 
that we’ve placed in these former 
recipients pay off and now they 
are paying it forward by using 
their skills to help others.  

Helping others was a common 
thread in the lives of Richard & 
Virginia Cary. I’m honored to have 
known them. They were generous 
in giving of themselves and their 
resources to this community and 
very deserving of the 2014 Friend 
of Philanthropy award.  I hope 
you read about them in our cover 
story.  They enjoyed watching 
the waves lap upon the Lake Erie 
shores.  Through their generosity, 
they have left ripples drifting out 
into the Holmes County community 
for years to come. 

Darla A. Stitzlein

Executive Session
A Message from our Director

“I alone cannot change the 
world, but I can cast a stone across 
the waters to create many ripples.” 
– Mother Teresa, Roman Catholic 
religious sister and missionary

In the education fi eld it’s 
common to measure the impact that 
we have on students.  Measuring 
impact is not always an easy task 
though.  Over the past 25 years, 
the Education Foundation has had a 
positive impact on the lives of 2,500 
students.  Through the generosity of 
our donors and the wise investment 
management of our assets, we have 
invested more than $7 million dollars 
into helping these students further 
their higher education.  Several of 

Thank you for your service
The education foundation would like to thank Kathy Clark, Kate Findley, Ronda Steimel, and Tom Wilke for serving 
on our Advisory Board.  While on the board, they all offered unique suggestions, opinions, and perspectives.  We 

thank them for their dedication, input and time, and wish them well in their future endeavors.

Kathy Clark
Businesswoman

Tom Wilke
Holmes County Economic 

Development Council

Kate Findley
Retired Educator

Ronda Steimel
Holmes County Clerk of 

Courts
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The Holmes County Education Foundation has had the 
privilege of working with several donors throughout 

the years in establishing educational scholarships. Each 
of these scholarships is created by a donor to meet their 
unique philanthropic interests, achieve their charitable 
goals, and improve the quality of life for Holmes County 
residents.

As a special recognition of donors of $25,000 or 
more, we establish named Endowed ScholarshipsEndowed Scholarships. These 
are often a tribute to a milestone event, such as an 
anniversary or birthday, or to honor a celebrated life. 
The donor may determine the name of the scholarship 
and its criteria.

The Holmes County Education Foundation relies 
solely on the contributions of citizens who recognize the 
importance of education. Help us continue to provide 
the residents of Holmes County with educational 
opportunities by remembering the Holmes County 
Education Foundation in your will. Contact Executive 
Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to discuss 
establishing a scholarship.

·Holmes County Education Foundation Scholarship
·[Anonymous Donors] Achievement Scholarship
·Baserman/Irving Family Scholarship
·Jennifer Bird Duff Memorial Scholarship
·Harold (H.T.) & Louise Blum Scholarship
·Joe & Frieda Bock Scholarship
·Ami Breitenbucher Memorial Nursing Scholarship
·Cary Scholarship
·College Access Last Dollar Grant
·Ralph B. & Alta M. Dickersheet Scholarship
·Herbert & Corrinne Drushell Scholarship
·Donald C. Egger Memorial Scholarship
·French Ridge Title Co. LTD Scholarship
·Aimee Frenette Rickly Memorial Scholarship
·Robert & Elsie Galley Educational Scholarship
·Melanie A. Gehm Memorial Scholarship
-Julius and Helen Grassbaugh Scholarship
·Graven Family Nursing Scholarship
·Paul & Esther Haudenschild Memorial Music Scholarship
·Carol Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship
·Heinbuch Memorial Scholarship
·Fred & Ollie Hoffman Scholarship
·Jennifer M. Jones Memorial Scholarship
·Key Foundation Endowed Scholarship
·Killbuck Area Scholarship
·Thomas Layman Memorial Scholarship
·Helen Logsdon Scholarship 
·Master’s Service Scholarship
·Warren McCulloch Memorial Scholarship
·McNutt Scholarship
-Millersburg Rotary Club Scholarship
·Patricia M. Morganti Memorial Scholarship
·Keith Nowels Memorial Scholarship
·William H. Patten III Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. Owen & Mildred Patterson Scholarship
·Raymond J. & Louella F. Patterson Scholarship for Teachers
·Robert & Della Ramseyer Scholarship
·Rodhe Family Scholarship
·Sauerbrey Memorial Scholarship
·John W. & Geneva Schuler Scholarship
·Judson & Beverly Schuler Scholarship
·Blair Slutz Memorial Education Scholarship
·R. Dean & Jean A. Smith Scholarship
·Darb Snyder Educational Scholarship
·Roy & Dorothy Stallman Memorial Scholarship
·Marcia L. Stutzman Memorial Scholarship
·Maxine Waltman Memorial Scholarship
·Don & Oneta (“Grandma”) Way Memorial Scholarship
·Weber Girls Scholarship
·Helen Youngs Music Scholarship

2015-2016 Scholarship 
Applications Now Available
Scholarship applications for new students are now 
available! High school seniors, adult non-traditional 
students, and others who reside in Holmes County 
who demonstrate financial need to pursue a higher 
students, and others who reside in Holmes County 
who demonstrate financial need to pursue a higher 
students, and others who reside in Holmes County 

education are welcome to apply!  Scholarship 
who demonstrate financial need to pursue a higher 

Scholarship 
who demonstrate financial need to pursue a higher 

applications are available online at www.hcef.net
education are welcome to apply!  
applications are available online at www.hcef.net
education are welcome to apply!  Scholarship 
applications are available online at www.hcef.net

Scholarship 
 

under the “Scholarship & Grant Seekers” tab. 
applications are available online at www.hcef.net
under the “Scholarship & Grant Seekers” tab. 
applications are available online at www.hcef.net

 The 
application is available to complete online, however 
the completed application including one’s high 
school transcript or most recent college transcript, 
an acceptance letter from an accredited college/
school transcript or most recent college transcript, 
an acceptance letter from an accredited college/
school transcript or most recent college transcript, 

university, and Student Aid Report from the 2015 Free 
an acceptance letter from an accredited college/
university, and Student Aid Report from the 2015 Free 
an acceptance letter from an accredited college/

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must be 
university, and Student Aid Report from the 2015 Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must be 
university, and Student Aid Report from the 2015 Free 

submitted by mail, in-person, or via fax  before the 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must be 
submitted by mail, in-person, or via fax  before the 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must be 

April 17, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. deadline.
submitted by mail, in-person, or via fax  before the 
April 17, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. deadline.
submitted by mail, in-person, or via fax  before the 

  The Holmes 
County Education Foundation has provided over 7 
million dollars in scholarships and grants since 1991.
County Education Foundation has provided over 7 
million dollars in scholarships and grants since 1991.
County Education Foundation has provided over 7 
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holmes county education foundation 

keyholder’s society

Linda & Mike Angelo
Anonymous (3)Anonymous (3)
Kay E. Earney
Robin C. Hovis

Richard & Betty McNutt
John & Dona RobertsJohn & Dona Roberts
Mike & Cindy Taylor

honorary founding members

The Keyholder’s Society was established in 2014 to recognize and thank those donors who have 

included or intend to include the Holmes County Education Foundation in their wills, trusts, 

retirement plans, life insurance designations, and other planned gifts.  By joining, you can take 

satisfaction in knowing that you are part of an important legacy.  Contact Executive Director Darla 

Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to learn more about becoming a member of the Keyholder’s Society.
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The Julius  & Helen Grassbaugh Scholarship was establ ished by 
the family  of  the late  couple.   Both Jul ius  and Helen were l i fe-t ime 
residents  of  Holmes County who valued agr iculture and educat ion.  
Jul ius  ser ved on both the Glemont school  board and the West  Holmes 
Distr ic t  school  board for  a  total  of  24 years.   The scholarship wi l l  be 
awarded to West  Holmes High School  graduates  with demonstrated 
f inancial  need,  pursuing studies  related to agr iculture,  having a  good 
record of  behavior  and rank ing in  the top half  of  their  c lass.   Holmes 
County Educat ion Foundation Trustee M ike Taylor  commented,  “ I 
am pleased that  the Grassbaugh chi ldren chose to honor  their  parents  with this  scholarship.   Jul ius  and 
Helen were suppor ters  of  the West  Holmes School  Distr ic t  and were ver y  largely  involved in  agr iculture 
and their  community.   Their  scholarship creates  a  last ing legac y and is  a  t r ibute to them both.”

Helen & Julius Grassbaugh

Two New Endowed Scholarships Created

The M illersburg Rotar y Club Scholarship  was establ ished by the M i l lersburg Rotar y  Club Scholarship 
and Loan Foundation in  an effor t  to  more permanently  ass ist  students  with f inancial  need.   S ince 
1961,  the M i l lersburg Rotar y  Club Scholarship and Loan Foundation has  been providing local  students 

with loans for  col lege.   Recently,  the direc tors  of  the scholarship and loan 
foundation approved continuing loans for  two 
current  col lege students,  but  wi l l  not  continue 
to issue any new loans.   In  the spr ing of  2014, 
the scholarship and loan foundation awarded 
Hi land graduate Logan M i l ler  a  one-year 

scholarship pr ior  to  the creat ion of  the endowed scholarship.   Students 
e l igible  for  this  scholarship must  be a  graduate of  a  Holmes County 
High School ,  or  a  res ident  of  Holmes County with a  high school  diploma 
or  GED cer t i f icate pursuing fur ther  educat ion with preference given to 
those demonstrat ing f inancial  need.   One must  a lso have ranked in  the 
top half  of  their  graduating c lass,  have a  good record of  behavior  and community  ser vice involvement.

Logan Miller (L) with past 
Millersburg Rotary Club president, 

Tom Rumbaugh
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Make an investment in our community 
by donating today! You may use the 
enclosed donor envelope or check 
out our website at www.hcef.net
for online giving options!
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he education that I 
received has helped me 
prepare for my profession, 
but my time in college 
and law school also gave 
me the opportunity to 

experience new people and cultures,” 
says Associate Attorney Luke Brewer.  
Luke currently oversees domestic relation 
cases but also handles criminal defense 
and general litigation for Miller, Mast, 
Mason & Bowling, Ltd. in Millersburg.

 Brewer graduated from West 
Holmes High School in 2005 and pursued 
a Bachelor’s degree majoring in political 
science from the Ohio State University; 
later he earned a Juris Doctor from the 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 2013.   
The Holmes County Education Foundation  
(HCEF) helped relieve a fi nancial burden 
by providing scholarships throughout 

Luke’s undergraduate degree.  Luke 
states, “My undergraduate degree 
was in Political Science.  My degree 
focused on strongly communicating 
with others.  Honing my written and 
oral communication skills is something I 
try to do every day and it’s absolutely 
necessary to be able to communicate 
effectively as an attorney.  In that 
respect, I believe my education has 
served me well.”

 Luke understands that pursuing 
higher education takes perserverance 
and fi nancial resources.  “The biggest 
hurdle that I hear when it comes to 
higher education, is cost.  I think that’s 
a fair point to bring up, but the HCEF 
has resources to help temper the cost of 
higher education.  It was very helpful 
fi nancially to have [received] the 
scholarships I had.  I hope people in the 

community go to the HCEF to see 
what their fi nancial options are 
because education is something that 
is vital to a successful community.”

 Brewer returned to Holmes 
County after being offered a 
position before graduating from 
law school.  “There are a lot of 
advantages to practicing law in 
a small community, especially in 
one that I grew up in.  It’s nice to 
feel like I am helping people in the 
community handle diffi cult situations 
in their lives.”  

 In his spare time, Luke 
enjoys playing golf at Fire Ridge 
Golf Course and playing music with 
his band “St. Jimmies.”

Spotlight 
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