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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

“Landscaping, home renovations, & 
dreaming about future projects!”

  Alyssa is grateful for the financial 
aid she received, stating “The 
Holmes County Education Foundation 
helped fund my dreams to make my 
schooling possible.”

     When Alyssa completed her 
degree, she first photographed 

high school seniors, families, and 
weddings. In 2016, she created a 
line of paper scroll wall art and 
opened the Cottonwood Shanty 
in 2019, and has since been 
contributing to the Holmes County 
economy. “I plan to continue to 
create beautiful design work, whether 
it be photography, home design, or 
art!”

Spotlight on Alumni

 As the Foundation 
prepares to administer scholarships 
to local students for the upcoming 
academic year, it is apparent the 
impact these scholarships have 
had on our local community.  The 
scholarships and grants awarded 
through the Holmes County Education 
Foundation reflect an investment 
in not only those who are currently 
pursuing higher education, but the 
imprint of our alumni successes within 
Holmes County, Ohio. 

     Alyssa Eliot, Owner of 
Cottonwood Shanty and The 
Urban Flat, returned to Holmes 
County after earning her associate’s 
degree in Photography from The Art 
Institute of Pittsburgh in 2014. As 
a business owner and artist, Alyssa 
enjoys “Managing my wonderful 
employees; creating in-store displays; 
photographing products for the 
shoppe’s online store; and ensuring 
things run as they should.”

     In her spare time, Alyssa 
releases her artistic abilities through 

Become a monthly giving donor!

Alyssa (Miller) Eliot
Cottonwood Shanty & The Urban Flat - Owner & Photographer

Keyholder’s society

The Holmes County Education Foundation has had 
the privilege of working with several donors 

throughout the years in establishing scholarships. Each 
of these scholarships is created by a donor to meet their 
unique philanthropic interests, achieve their charitable 
goals, and improve the quality of life for Holmes County 
residents.

As a special recognition of donors of $25,000 or 
more, we establish named Endowed Scholarships. These 
are often a tribute to a milestone event, such as an 
anniversary or birthday, or to honor a celebrated life. 
The donor may determine the name of the scholarship 
and its criteria.

The Holmes County Education Foundation relies 
solely on the contributions of citizens who recognize 
the importance of education. Help us continue to 
provide the residents of Holmes County with educational 
opportunities by remembering the Holmes County 
Education Foundation in your will. Contact Executive 
Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to discuss 
establishing a scholarship.

The IRA charitable rollover law allows you to transfer up to 
$100,000.00 tax-free directly from an individual retirement account 
(IRA) to the Holmes County Education Foundation (HCEF) without 
undesirable tax effects!

If you are 70.5 years or older and hold an individual retirement 
account, you may qualify for the IRA charitable rollover if you 
transfer funds directly from an IRA to one or more qualified charities 
including the HCEF.  Please consult your tax professional if you are 
considering a charitable gift under this law.

To make an IRA charitable rollover gift to the HCEF, please instruct 
your IRA plan administrator to include your name and designation in 

the memo section of a check and make payable and mail to:
Holmes County Education Foundation

114 North Clay Street, Millersburg, OH 44654

IRA Charitable RolloverEstablish a Scholarship With Us!

The Keyholder’s Society was established in 2014 to recognize and thank those donors who have included or intend to 

include the Holmes County Education Foundation in their wills, trusts, retirement plans, life insurance designations, and 

other planned gifts.  By joining, you can take satisfaction in knowing that you are part of an important legacy.  Contact 

Executive Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to learn more about becoming a member of the Keyholder’s Society.
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New Scholarships Reward Students of Achievement 
      The Foundation is pleased to announce the newly endowed 
“Campbell Family Scholarship” for the 2020-2021 academic 
year. Eligible students must be a graduating senior of West 
Holmes High School holding a minimum 3.25 GPA and 
achieve a Composite ACT Score of at least 22 points. The 2020 
recipient is David Tyler Masters. Tyler is pursuing Education at 
Ashland University. While a student at West Holmes, Tyler was 
involved in soccer, wrestling, Knights of the Round Table, Na-
tional Honors Society, and volunteered for children’s programs 
at New Pointe Community Church. 
      Both Matt and Mindi are graduates of West Holmes High 
School and each received HCEF scholarships that helped them 
pursue their higher education degrees at Ohio University. 
      Matt and Mindi are members of the HCEF Keyholder’s 
Society, which recognizes and thanks those donors who have 
included HCEF in their wills, trusts, retirement plans, life insurance 
designations, and other planned gifts. Matt stated, “The Founda-
tion has been part of my estate plan for a while, but quite frankly I wanted to see the benefits 
during my lifetime. I respect anyone who donates into retirement or as part of their estate. 
However, this is a way for us to promote lifetime giving to those still in their working careers. My 
hope is to inspire more donors to follow suit. We’ve created this merit-based scholarship to re-
ward students of high achievement. The Foundation does a thorough job of placing awards and I 
trust the money is going to the most-worthy students.”

Matt & Mindi Campbell

      The Foundation is pleased to announce the newly endowed 
“Dr. John H. & Sandra S. Gindlesberger Scholarship” for the 
2020-2021 academic year. Eligible students must be graduat-
ing seniors of West Holmes High School and Holmes County 
residents who intend to pursue a liberal arts degree, while living 
on-campus at one of Ohio’s public universities. The students 
must have a demonstrated interest in the arts and a record of 
community service and/or part-time employment. A minimum 
GPA of 2.50 is required. Preference will be given to applicants 
with demonstrated financial need. The 2020 recipient is 
Kathryn 
Morello. 
Kathryn is 
pursuing 
Child 

Psychology at Kent State University. She has been 
involved in 4H Shooting Sports, track and field, 
cross-country, various community service proj-
ects, choir, band, theater, and church activities.
      Both John and Sandy were born and raised in 
Holmes County and are 1967 graduates of West 
Holmes High School. John stated, “We chose 
to endow our scholarship, because our own 
further educations have opened the world to us 
by exposing us to new ideas, cultures, and skills.  
Higher education fundamentally can change 
a person’s outlook on the world and provide a 
much richer appreciation of diversity.  We hope 
that recipients will enjoy the intellectual gifts 
offered by a liberal arts education.”

John & Sandy Gindlesberger
On The Inside
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Deduct 100% of  Your Income with Charitable Gifts in 2020

 The CARES Act allows individuals to deduct up to 100% of income in 2020 using charitable gifts of cash. 
     To get this treatment, the deductible charitable gift must be a “Qualified Contribution.” 

  
  A qualified contribution is a deductible contribution that is: 
      1. “Paid in cash.” 
      2. “During calendar year 2020.” 
      3. “To an organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)” (i.e., a public charity).



Darla A. Stitzlein, Executive Director

safety reasons to keep your arms and 
legs inside the car. You experience the 
anticipation of the ride beginning and 
then it starts. You are excited as you 
build up speed and begin to ascend 
that first hill. You reach the summit and 
explode down the hill and around the 
turn and sometimes even upside down.  
All the while you are screaming with 
excitement, exhilaration and fear! This 
continues for several minutes and then 
you come to a complete and abrupt 
stop! You catch your breath and either 
want to do it again or never do it 
again. 
   The COVID-19 pandemic has 
shown me a few things. We need to 
continue to live our lives, but we need 
to live them cautiously. We need to 
be flexible, diversified, adaptable, 
prepared, communicative, patient, 
compassionate, and grateful. When 
the stay-at-home order was issued in 
March, we took action to be safe and 
continued to operate the Foundation 
remotely. Our students completed 
their scholarship applications online, 

the applications were reviewed, 
processed, and selection was done 
via Zoom, and we assisted the high 
schools with their virtual award 
ceremonies. The process was different 
this year, but we aimed for the 
outcome of successfully assisting our 
students in their pursuit of higher 
education and we succeeded. 
   Our donors didn’t skip a beat 
either. Gratefully, donations continue 
to come in and support our efforts of 
making an impact on our students. In 
this issue, you will read about three 
of our former scholarship recipients 
who have successfully completed their 
higher education and are now making 
a positive impact on the lives of those 
living in and visiting our community. 
   Thank you for your generosity; 
I ask that you continue to help us 
assist our students and be sure to 
take advantage of the opportunities 
afforded by the charitable provisions 
of the CARES Act. Be safe but enjoy 
the ride.

Darla A. Stitzlein

Executive Session
A Message from our Director

“Life’s a roller coaster, and 
you never know when it’s going 
to take a turn.”
~ Ty Pennington 
    ~ American Television Host  
   The year 2020 started out 
great and things looked clear.  Life 
was good. The stock market was 
performing well, and we were happy 
with life. Then COVID-19 hit, and 
everything abruptly became cloudy 
and came to a stop like the end of a 
roller coaster ride. I feel like we’ve 
been riding that roller coaster this 
past year. You are always told for 

·Holmes County Education Foundation Scholarship
·[Anonymous Donors] Achievement Scholarship
·Baserman-Irving Family Scholarship
·Bigelow United Methodist Church Scholarship
·Jennifer Bird Duff Memorial Scholarship
·Harold (H.T.) & Louise Blum Scholarship
·John Bock, M.D. Scholarship
·Ami Breitenbucher Memorial Nursing Scholarship
·Campbell Family Scholarship
·Cary Scholarship
·Christmas Cookie Tour Hospitality Scholarship
·Ralph B. & Alta M. Dickersheet Scholarship
·Lilian Grace Edna Duncan Scholarship
·Herbert & Corrinne Drushell Scholarship
·Donald C. Egger Memorial Scholarship
·French Ridge Title Co. LTD Scholarship
·Aimee Frenette-Rickly Memorial Scholarship
·Robert & Elsie Galley Educational Scholarship
·Melanie A. Gehm Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. John H. & Sandra S. Gindlesberger Scholarship
·Julius & Helen Grassbaugh Scholarship
·Graven Family Nursing Scholarship
·Paul & Esther Haudenschild Memorial Music Scholarship
·Carol Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship
·Heinbuch Memorial Scholarship
·Fred & Ollie Hoffman Scholarship
·Holmes County Farm Bureau Larry Lee Lang Memorial 
   Scholarship
·Holmes County Ministerial Association Scholarship
·Jennifer M. Jones Memorial Scholarship
·Aaron Kaufman Educational Scholarship
·Key Foundation Endowed Scholarship
·Killbuck Area Scholarship
·Dale & Catherine Lahm Family Scholarship 
·Thomas Layman Memorial Scholarship
·Leguillon Family Scholarship
·Helen Logsdon Scholarship
·MMF Scholarship

·Bruce & Janet Mann Scholarship
·Master’s Service Scholarship
·Carl & Florence Maurer Scholarship
·Warren McCulloch Memorial Scholarship
·McNutt Scholarship
·Millersburg Rotary Club Scholarship
·Patricia M. Morganti Memorial Scholarship
·Keith Nowels Memorial Scholarship
·William H. Patten III Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. Owen & Mildred Patterson Scholarship
·Raymond J. & Louella F. Patterson Scholarship for Teachers
·Robert & Della Ramseyer Scholarship
·Rodhe Family Scholarship
·Sauerbrey Memorial Scholarship
·John W. & Geneva Schuler Scholarship
·Judson & Beverly Schuler Scholarship
·RIchard & Judy Seaman Scholarship for Community, 
   Creativity, & Entrepreneurship
·Herbert & Mary Dete Simmons Scholarship
·Blair Slutz Memorial Education Scholarship
·R. Dean & Jean A. Smith Scholarship
·Darb & Tootzi Snyder Family Scholarship
·Spirit Hiland Scholarship
·Spirit West Holmes Scholarship
·Roy & Dorothy Stallman Memorial Scholarship
·Marcia L. Stutzman Memorial Scholarship
·Mike & Cindy Taylor Family Scholarship
·Maxine Waltman Memorial Scholarship 
·Don & Oneta (“Grandma”) Way Memorial Scholarship
·Weber Girls Scholarship
·Paul & Elizabeth Young Memorial Music Scholarship
·Helen R. Youngs Music Scholarship

**PLEASE DONATE TO THE FOLLOWING FUNDS to help 
complete the endowment & fully establish these scholarships:
 *Holmes County Employee Growth Skilled-Trades Scholarship
 *Gabriel Koch Memorial Scholarship

Donate Today to Our Endowed Scholarships Scholarship Alumni Help Holmes Countians
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Help Establish the Holmes County 
Employee Growth Skilled-Trades Scholarship

In honor of our 30th Anniversary, we are raising $30,000 
to establish the Holmes County Employee Growth 
Skilled-Trades Scholarship! Today’s workforce is evolv-
ing into skills-based and the Foundation is evolving with it. 
This scholarship will benefit students who are pursuing the 
skilled-trades, which are in high demand. To date, we’ve 
raised $10,130 toward the goal. This new scholarship will 
complement two other scholarships that generous donors 
have recently created to meet the growing demand for 
skilled-trades professionals. This new scholarship would 
help to fill a need in our community for both employers and 
employees. 

Please DONATE TODAY. Help us solve the problem 
of the shortage of skilled-trades men & women!

2020-2021 New Scholarship Recipients Awarded
We awarded $195,800 to new scholarship applicants & $359,250 
to renewing scholarship recipients! Since 1991, a total of 2,609 
students have received over $9.7 Million in scholarships & grants. 

New scholarship recipients are:
Karley Ackert
Morgan Allen
Abbie Allison
Liberty Arnold
Abigail Beach
Chloe Beachy
Mark Biltz
Brett Blake
Taylor Brooks
Jordyn Burnison
Callie Cline
Ava Close
Chloe Conn
Jasmine Cronin
Sean Edmonds
Kadyn Evans
Abigail Flinner
Emerick Flinner
Maiah Geib

Mia Gertz
Hannah Goines
Jacob Goudy
Kennedy Haston
Isaac Hershberger
Shayne Hershberger
Korrie Hostetler
Blaine Hoxworth
Casey Kalman
Dylan Kaufman
Seth Lapp
Braxton Lint
Tara Loomis
Clayton Martin
Kaylin Martin
Kinsey Martin
Grace Mast
Tyler Masters
Brynley McVicker

Megan Mellor
Morgan Mellor
Adriana Miller
Anita Miller
Elyse Miller
Michael Miller
Patrick Miller
Sage Miller
Summer Miller
Kathryn Morello
Jasmine Mossor
Macie Nally
Monica Nally
Patricia Neininger
Raymond O’Donnell
Alexis Ogi
Maggie Oliver
Skylar Patterson
Zander Proper

Kylie Ramirez
Trent Schlabach
Hannah Schlegel
Natalie Schlegel
Lydia Schmidt
Tyler Schrock
Michael Shoup
Anne Straits
Crystal Stroh
Krista Troyer
Walker Uhl
McKena Van Keuren
Keri Westbrook
Zachary Wigton
Madison Woods
Madison Yoder

Foundation Welcomes
New Trustee

  Shasta M. Mast, 
Manager of 
the Hardwood 
Furniture Guild, 
joined the HCEF 
Board of Trustees 
in May, 2020.  
  Shasta earned 
her bachelor’s 
degree in English 
and Journalism 
from Otterbein 
College.
  Shasta is an 
active community 
member; having 
served on the 

HCEF Advisory Committee, Harvest Ridge Board, Holmes 
County Economic Development Council, Rotary Club of 
Millersburg, Amish Country Farmers’ Market, Ohio 
Association of Convention & Visitors Bureaus, Killbuck 
Savings Bank Board, and former Director of the Holmes 
County Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Bureau. Shasta 
is also a member of Faith Lutheran Church.
  Shasta is married to Jim, and they live near Benton. In 
her spare time, Shasta enjoys reading, gardening, 
cooking, and boating.
  Shasta brings to the Board business knowledge and is 
well known in Holmes County. Mast stated, “I’ve always 
believed in the power of lifelong education. The 
Foundation provides resources for traditional and 
non-traditional students to pursue their career paths. 
These folks go on to contribute to the success of our 
businesses and community.”

Become a
Monthly Giving Donor

TODAY!

•	 It’s easy & simple to set up.
•	 It helps you stick to your monthly budget.
•	 Set to auto-pay, just like your bills.
•	 Alleviates another item from your to-do list.
•	 Provides monthly revenue for the Foundation.
•	 Allows you to make a larger gift over time. 

How to Set Up Your Monthly Gift:

•	 Go to https://hcef.net/quick-donate-online.
•	 In	the	“Recurring	Donation”	field,	click	the	

drop-down arrow & set to “Monthly.”
•	 Complete the remainder of the form.
•	 Click the “DONATE TODAY” button.
•	 It’s as simple as that!

George Crone (Left), earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Criminal 
Justice & Corrections from 
Ashland University in 2016. 
George has been supporting 
the Holmes County Common 
Pleas and Municipal Courts 
as an Adult Probation Of-
ficer since July, 2019. As a 
Probation Officer, George is 
responsible for formulating 
& implementing community 
control plans of his assigned 
probationers. George must 
also supervise & drug test 
probationers, as well as inves-
tigate reports of violations.
   In his spare time, George 
enjoys the company of family 
& friends; coaching baseball 
at Waynedale High School; 

and supporting the student athletes at other sporting 
events. George offers the following advice to current high 
school students: “You don’t have to know exactly how to 
spend the rest of your life at age 18, but Holmes County 
offers a lot of opportunities to financially support the 
dream of higher education. [Seek out these opportunities 
offered by HCEF and our generous community!]”

Bess (Proper) Hasemeyer (Right), 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Creative Writing & English from 
Otterbein University in 2011. 
Bess has been an Eligibility & 
Referral Specialist at the Holmes 
County Department of Job & 
Family Services since July, 2015. 
In this role, Bess conducts intake 
interviews with new clients and 
performs ongoing casework for 
public assistance programs, such 
as food assistance, Medicaid, 
and long-term care services.
   Bess enjoys spending time 
with her family and pets. In 
her spare time apart from her 
family, Bess likes to read, cook, 
listen to music, and attend plays 
and musicals. She also returns to 
Columbus to visit with the friends 
she made while studying at Otterbein University.
   Bess is currently enrolled in the Bachelor’s Plus program at 
Ashland University, with the intent of earning her initial teach-
ing licensure in Early Childhood (K-3) Education. Of her HCEF 
scholarships, Bess states: “It made going to a private college 
more affordable, and allowed me to pursue my education in 
an environment that suited my goals and personality.”


