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Foundation Celebrates 30 Years of Unlocking Brighter Futures
     e Holmes County Education Foundation 
celebrated its 30th anniversary with a luncheon 
sponsored by Fi h  ird Private Bank on  urs-
day, August 22nd at Harvest Ridge EXPO Event 
Center in Millersburg. Eighty-  ve guests attended 
the event and enjoyed a delicious lunch served by 
Exclusively Yours Catering. 
Executive Director, Darla Stitzlein, welcomed the 
group and provided a historical summary of the 
Education Foundation and how the initial $100 
gi  to create the Foundation has now grown to 
over $11 million in assets.  e income from the 
trust has provided higher education scholarships 
in excess of $9 million to 2,560 students over the 
past 30 years.

    Several families, estates, and individuals have since established 
endowed scholarships, bringing total number of managed funds 
to 63. Ms. Stitzlein also remarked on the prior successes of the 
Amish Vocational Training Program, the historic renovation of 
the Cary House, and the College Access Program. She mentioned 
how Holmes County is changing with the economy; how the 
workforce is changing to one of skills-based; and that the Foun-
dation is undergoing a campaign to raise funds for an employee 
growth skilled trades scholarship. She closed by thanking the 
donors, trustees, advisors, staff , and friends of the Foundation for 
making the last 30 years very successful and impactful.
    Jon Groza, of Fi h  ird Bank, addressed the group and was 
very honored to be entrusted with the investment management 
of the Foundation’s assets. Pastor Wes McElravy, Millersburg 
Christian Church, provided the blessing of the meal. Following 
lunch, Ms. Stitzlein introduced three former scholarship recipi-
ents that are working in Holmes County. Dr. Michael Stutzman, 
DDS; Tracy Reiheld; and Jarret Mathie each presented their 

story of going to college, and how the Foundation helped them on 
their journey.  ey expanded on how they are now giving back to 

Holmes County and making our community stronger. 
     e 2019 Friends of Philanthropy Award was presented to 
Larry, Linda, and Heather Frenette for their dedication over 
the past 20 years in raising funds for their daughter, Aimee’s, 
memorial scholarship.  e 
2019 Volunteer of the Year 
Award was presented to 
Wayne Leininger. Wayne 
has assisted the Foundation 
with clerical support and 
events for the last 10 years. 
Trustee, John Waltman
provided closing remarks 
and thanked those for 
attending the celebratory 
event. 

Former Scholarship Recipients shared their success stories:
(L-R) Michael Stutzman, DDS; Tracy Reiheld; Jarret Mathie

“2019 Friends of Philanthropy:”
Linda Frenette, Larry Frenette,

& Heather Frenette (Not pictured)

“2019 Volunteer of the Year:”
Wayne Leininger
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Darla A. Stitzlein, Executive Director

our community by helping Holmes 
County residents pursue further 
education opportunities. When I 
began working for the Foundation 
20 years ago, I believed my job to 
be acting as the vessel that allowed 
donors to contribute funds, and I 
would then pass those funds on to 
students going off to college. I soon 
came to realize that the Foundation 
not only provided funds to these 
students but provided hope to many 
of these students. They appreciated 
the support of their community. I am 
so proud of our scholarship recipients 
who have worked so hard in their 
college years; have now returned 
to Holmes County; and are  now 
strengthening our community with 
their investment in youth, businesses, 
and community organizations! The 
Foundation and its constituents were 
the carbon atom support structure 
to these students that made them 
strong and able to  ourish! 

The diamond is known for its 
beauty in jewelry but also for its 
brawn in the industrial world and 

workforce. Labor shortages in 
high-growth  elds such as computer 
technology, healthcare services, 
and advanced manufacturing 
threaten economic growth at both 
the state and federal level. Ohio is 
invested in growing a skilled labor 
force and increasing emphasis on 
multiple options for education and 
training. I ask that you read page 
3 about our initiative to raise funds 
locally to assist more students in 
their pursuit of a skilled-trades 
career and assist us if you are able. 
Thank you for the opportunity that 
has allowed me to see our students 
shine!

Darla A. Stitzlein

Executive Session
A Message from our Director

“Be a diamond. Flourish under 
pressure.”
Maureen Joyce Connolly ~ Author

Traditionally, the pearl represents 
the 30th anniversary. However, more 
recently, the diamond has been 
recognized as an acceptable gift to 
represent 30 years. When preparing 
to celebrate the 30th anniversary 
of the Foundation, I opted to use 
the diamond theme. The diamond is 
currently thought to be the hardest 
naturally occurring material on Earth. 
The diamond is extremely strong due 
to the structure of its carbon atoms. 

Our mission is to strengthen 

2019-2020 New Scholarship Recipients Awarded
We awarded $201,350 to new scholarship applicants & 

$315,650 to renewing scholarship recipients! Since 1991, 
2,560 students have received over $9.2 Million in scholarships 

& grants. New scholarship recipients are:
Kasey Ackert
Braden Allen
Emily Anderson
Halleigh Anderson
Sarah Anderson
Mark Biltz
Charolette Brown
Kiersten Brown
Kimberly Brown
Bridger Cline
Whitney Conn
Hayley Davis
Taylor Dye
Lisa Elliott
Paige Emick
Taylor Feikert
Allison Franks
Sarah Friedrich
Garrett Gallion
Colista Gamertsfelder

Hannah Gerber
Evan Gilt
Kohlston Grosjean
Kori Gutheridge
Karley Halloran
Grady Hay
Noah Hendrix
Jasmine Hershey
Luke Hochstetler
Gavin Hoover
Faith Hostettler
Madeline Hostettler
Declan Howell
Abbie Hoxworth
John Hughes
Tyra Hunter
Anna Irwin
Laura Irwin
Bethany Kula
Alec Landon

Stephanie Large
Keaton Macaulay
Lindsey Mast
David McMillen
Mariah McVicker
Alivia Miller
Andrew Miller
Hailey Miller
Joseph Miller
Kelsey Miller
Kennady Miller
Kody Miller
Mariah Miller
Maya Miller
Shana Miller
Erin Norman
Ryan O’Donnell
Cale Ogi
Elisabeth Patterson
Marlea Phillips

Carson Pritt
Danielle Roll
Rachel Schmucker
Aleah Schrock
Gabriella Sherman
Gracie Shreve
Evan Snyder
Marissa Somers
Ella Sprang
Madison Starner
Lori Troyer
Melissa Vecchio
Alexander Ventura
Kerri Wagner
Regan Wilcox
Jessica Yabroff
Alexis Yoder
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·Holmes County Education Foundation Scholarship
·[Anonymous Donors] Achievement Scholarship
·Baserman-Irving Family Scholarship
·Bigelow United Methodist Church Scholarship
·Jennifer Bird Duff Memorial Scholarship
·Harold (H.T.) & Louise Blum Scholarship
·John Bock, M.D. Scholarship
·Ami Breitenbucher Memorial Nursing Scholarship
·Cary Scholarship
·Christmas Cookie Tour Hospitality Scholarship
·Ralph B. & Alta M. Dickersheet Scholarship
·Lilian Grace Edna Duncan Scholarship
·Herbert & Corrinne Drushell Scholarship
·Donald C. Egger Memorial Scholarship
·French Ridge Title Co. LTD Scholarship
·Aimee Frenette-Rickly Memorial Scholarship
·Robert & Elsie Galley Educational Scholarship
·Melanie A. Gehm Memorial Scholarship
·Julius & Helen Grassbaugh Scholarship
·Graven Family Nursing Scholarship
·Paul & Esther Haudenschild Memorial Music Scholarship
·Carol Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship
·Heinbuch Memorial Scholarship
·Fred & Ollie Hoffman Scholarship
·Holmes County Farm Bureau Larry Lee Lang Memorial 
Scholarship
·Holmes County Ministerial Association Scholarship
·Jennifer M. Jones Memorial Scholarship
·Key Foundation Endowed Scholarship
·Killbuck Area Scholarship
·Dale & Catherine Lahm Family Scholarship
·Thomas Layman Memorial Scholarship

·Helen Logsdon Scholarship 
·Bruce & Janet Mann Scholarship
·Master’s Service Scholarship
·Carl & Florence Maurer Scholarship
·Warren McCulloch Memorial Scholarship
·McNutt Scholarship
·Millersburg Rotary Club Scholarship
·MMF Scholarship
·Patricia M. Morganti Memorial Scholarship
·Keith Nowels Memorial Scholarship
·William H. Patten III Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. Owen & Mildred Patterson Scholarship
·Raymond J. & Louella F. Patterson Scholarship for Teachers
·Robert & Della Ramseyer Scholarship
·Rodhe Family Scholarship
·Sauerbrey Memorial Scholarship
·John W. & Geneva Schuler Scholarship
·Judson & Beverly Schuler Scholarship
·Herbert & Mary Dete Simmons Scholarship
·Blair Slutz Memorial Education Scholarship
·R. Dean & Jean A. Smith Scholarship
·Darb & Tootzi Snyder Family Scholarship
·Spirit Hiland Scholarship
·Spirit West Holmes Scholarship
·Roy & Dorothy Stallman Memorial Scholarship
·Marcia L. Stutzman Memorial Scholarship
·Mike & Cindy Taylor Family Scholarship
·Maxine Waltman Memorial Scholarship
·Don & Oneta (“Grandma”) Way Memorial Scholarship
·Weber Girls Scholarship
·Paul & Elizabeth Young Memorial Music Scholarship
·Helen R. Youngs Music Scholarship

Welcome New Advisory Members
The Foundation is proud to welcome Matt Sprang of West eld Bank, 
Jay McCulloch of First-Knox National Bank, & Sasha Taylor-Smith 
of Huntington Insurance to our Advisory Committee. We are grateful 
that members of our community volunteer to serve in the following
capacity: To facilitate the growth of Holmes County Education Foun-
dation and to make HCEF as valuable as possible to Holmes County; 
to extend the in uence and importance of HCEF throughout the county 
in pursuit of the HCEF mission to strengthen our community by helping 
Holmes County residents pursue further education opportunities.

Help Establish the Holmes 
County Employee Growth 

Trades Scholarship
In honor of our 30th Anniversary, we are raising $30,000 
to establish the Holmes County Employee Growth Trades 
Scholarship! Today’s workforce is evolving into skills-based 
and the Foundation is evolving with it. This scholarship will 
bene t students who are pursuing the skilled-trades, which 
are in high demand. To date, we’ve raised $4,888 toward 
the goal. This new scholarship will complement two other 
scholarships that generous donors have recently created to 
meet the growing demand for skilled-trades professionals. 
This potential new scholarship along with the proposed JOBS 
Act that would extend federal Pell Grants to certain skilled-
trades programs would help to  ll a need in our community. 
Please help to satisfy this need by donating today!
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Newly Endowed Scholarships
The Herbert and Mary Dete Simmons Scholarship was established recently by 
daughters: Julia Brewer and Carol Overman, and grandchildren: Mike Taylor and 
Teresa Wengerd. The scholarship is in memory of Herbert and Mary because of 
their strong interest in and passion for helping others in their community. This
renewable scholarship will be awarded to graduating seniors of West Holmes 
High School that are active in community service and pursuing one of the
following  elds of study: Agriculture, Education, Nursing, or SkilledTrades.

Herbert was a veteran of World War II, proudly serving in the U.S. Army. Mary 
was secretary for the Holmes County Extension Of ce and a homemaker.
Herbert and Mary served their community by volunteering endless hours to 
Holmes County organizations, including Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church,
Pomerene Hospital, Glenmont Fire Department, and American Legion Post 192.

Foundation Executive Director Darla Stitzlein commented, “It’s apparent that 
Herbert and Mary had a strong work ethic, valued their community, and loved 
their country.   Establishing this scholarship allows their values to be carried on for 
future generations by assisting students with those same attributes in their pursuit 
of a college education.  We are extremely grateful to the family for this
generous gift.” 

The Mike & Cindy Taylor Family Scholarship was
established recently by the couple with a $30,000 gift 
to honor the 30th anniversary of the Foundation. The new 
scholarship will assist both traditional and non-traditional 
Holmes County students as they pursue their higher
education goals. Those eligible for this scholarship must be 
a Holmes County graduating senior or adult student that 
resides in Holmes County. The student must be pursuing a 
 eld of study in Accounting, Business, Medicine, or Nursing. 
Preference will be given to those students attending
Bowling Green State University, Otterbein University, 
Malone University, or the University of Akron Wayne
College.

Mike Taylor stated, “We believe in giving back to the
community, and what better way to do that than to
establish a scholarship that will bene t young people in our 
county for years to come!”

The Bigelow United Methodist Church Scholarship was established recently by its members to assist graduating seniors 
as they pursue their higher education goals. Those eligible for this renewable scholarship must be a graduating senior 
of Hiland, West Holmes, Waynedale, or Triway High School, and pursuing an associate’s or bachelor’s undergraduate 
degree at an accredited trade school, college, or university within the state of Ohio. Preference will be given to those 
demonstrating  nancial need. The applicant must have a cumulative GPA of 2.50 or higher, and be active in
extracurricular activities and/or have been employed while in high school.

Pastor Janet Boyd stated, “We  nd this opportunity of providing an endowed scholarship to be an example of
extending ourselves in giving toward the community-at-large.” Foundation Executive Director Darla Stitzlein commented, 
“We are extremely grateful to Pastor Boyd and the congregation of Bigelow United Methodist Church for this generous 
gift of $25,000 to endow this fund.”

Front Row: Cindy Taylor, Lane Taylor, Mike Taylor
Back Row: Justin Smith, Sasha Taylor-Smith, Mason Taylor, Dustin Taylor, Keli Taylor
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keyholder’s society

The Holmes County Education Foundation has had 
the privilege of working with several donors 

throughout the years in establishing scholarships. Each 
of these scholarships is created by a donor to meet their 
unique philanthropic interests, achieve their charitable 
goals, and improve the quality of life for Holmes County 
residents.

As a special recognition of donors of $25,000 or 
more, we establish named Endowed Scholarships. These 
are often a tribute to a milestone event, such as an 
anniversary or birthday, or to honor a celebrated life. 
The donor may determine the name of the scholarship 
and its criteria.

The Holmes County Education Foundation relies 
solely on the contributions of citizens who recognize 
the importance of education. Help us continue to 
provide the residents of Holmes County with educational 
opportunities by remembering the Holmes County 
Education Foundation in your will. Contact Executive 
Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to discuss 
establishing a scholarship.

The IRA charitable rollover law allows you to transfer up to 
$100,000.00 tax-free directly from an individual retirement account 
(IRA) to the Holmes County Education Foundation (HCEF) without 
undesirable tax effects!

   If you are 70.5 years or older and hold an individual retirement 
account, you may qualify for the IRA charitable rollover if you 
transfer funds directly from an IRA to one or more quali ed charities 
including the HCEF.  Please consult your tax professional if you are 
considering a charitable gift under this law.

To make an IRA charitable rollover gift to the HCEF, please instruct 
your IRA plan administrator to include your name and designation in 

the memo section of a check and make payable and mail to:
Holmes County Education Foundation

114 North Clay Street, Millersburg, OH 44654

IRA Charitable RolloverEstablish a Scholarship With Us!

The Keyholder’s Society was established in 2014 to recognize and thank those donors 
who have included or intend to include the Holmes County Education Foundation in their 
wills, trusts, retirement plans, life insurance designations, and other planned gifts.  
By joining, you can take satisfaction in knowing that you are part of an important 
legacy.  Contact Executive Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to learn more 

about becoming a member of the Keyholder’s Society.
honorary founders

members
Anonymous

Carl & Florence Maurer

Linda & Mike Angelo
Anonymous (3)
Kay E. Earney

Robin C. Hovis
Richard & Betty McNutt

John & Dona Roberts
Mike & Cindy Taylor



Providing our Community with Key 
Opportunities for Further Education

2018 Annual Report available 
at www.hcef.net/annual-reports

114 North Clay Street
Millersburg, OH 44654
Phone: 330-674-7303
Fax: 330-674-7313
E-mail: info@hcef.net
Web: www.hcef.net

NONPROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MILLERSBURG, OH 44654

PERMIT NO. 97

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

   Brant graduated from West Holmes 
High School in 2001 and in 2011 
earned his Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Emergency Management & 
Homeland Security and his Associate 
of Applied Science Degree in 
Criminal Justice Technology from The 
University of Akron. Although Brant is 
not using his degree in a traditional 
sense, he states that, “My degree is 
paramount to my current occupation.” 
Brant trims and removes trees, which 
often involves great risk of personal 
injury or damage to the client’s 
property. Following three different 
hurricanes, Brant has also contracted 
for an out-of-state tree service who 
sought his “Climbing expertise to 
handle the extreme demands and 
unique rigging situations.” 

   Brant prefers to spend his free 
time outdoors with his wife, Shawna 
and their four children. The family 
enjoys camping, climbing, and hiking 
together. Brant’s future plans include 
early retirement from climbing, 
while managing his business from 
the sideline, and spending more time 
with his family.

Spotlight on Alumni

Brant Juhasz expresses his 
sincere gratitude to the Foundation 
for, “Believing in me and giving me 
the opportunity to prove that higher 
education can lead to contributing 
members of society, for the greater 
good of all! Without the assistance 
from the Holmes County Education 
Foundation, my professional goals 
to grow my business would have 
taken substantially longer to 
achieve. Every aspect of my life has 
bene tted exponentially from my 
educational experience. Myself, my 
business, and my family would not 
be where we are today, had I not 
pursued higher education.”

Brant Juhasz, Owner & Operator
A New Leaf Tree Service, LLC


