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Dale & Catherine Lahm Family Scholarship established
Holmes County residents pursuing accounting
or a skilled trades career can now apply for the newly
endowed “Dale & Catherine Lahm Family Scholarship”
for the 2019-2020 academic year. This scholarship is
renewable and will be presented annually; it is limited
to tuition, fees, and course-related expenses such as
books, supplies and equipment required of all students in course of instruction. This scholarship was
established by Dale Lahm and was created because of
the family’s strong interest in helping students obtain
a higher education in careers that enabled their family
to be successful.
Dale & Catherine Lahm
The couple attended Clark Consolidated
School and graduated in 1955 in a class of seven students. Catherine was the only girl in the class and according to Dale, “she chose him.”
They married in 1959 and celebrated 57 years of marriage before Catherine passed
away in 2017 at the age of 80. The couple have three children: Paul Lahm (Millersburg), Diana Lahm (Millersburg), and Terry (Diane) Lahm of Columbus.
After serving as a helicopter mechanic and rescue medic in U.S. Air Force for four
years, Dale returned to Holmes County. He worked at Barnhart’s Sohio filling station,
became a heavy equipment operator, owned Clark Hardware Store, and later Clark Sohio gas station. Other accomplishments include: Grain farming and raising beef cattle
in the Lake Buckhorn area, forming Dale Lahm Construction to develop residential
and commercial buildings in the Millersburg area, participating with All Ohio Buildings and Mobile Homes of Ohio, attending the Ohio State University-Mansfield and
obtaining his private and commercial pilot licenses.
Catherine was a homemaker and worked alongside Dale as the bookkeeper for the
family businesses and later in the Lake Buckhorn office. The couple was very active
in their community and with St. Peter Catholic Church. Dale served on the Holmes
County Airport Authority Board, Holmes County Planning Commission, Holmes
County Health Department Board, and Holmes
County Economic Development Council.
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Executive Session
A Message from our Director

Darla A. Stitzlein

“We shall not cease from
exploration and the end of all our
exploring will be to arrive where
we started and know the place for
the first time.”
T. S. Eliot ~ Poet, essayist, publisher,
playwright, & literary and social
critic ~ 1888 - 1965
In today’s fast-paced society, it
seems we’re all running in circles.
Schedules are fuller, yet there
are still only 24 hours in a day to
accomplish everything on our to-do
list. It’s on these days that we need

to slow down and focus on fewer
meaningful things. We need to take
the time to look around and see the
needs that could use our help. Needs
are constantly changing so we need
to do this daily. This is when we
become most productive. Focus on
quality not quantity.
This issue of Keynote’s highlights
several individuals that have
worked hard in their careers and
communities and ran circles in their
lives. They did, however, provide
quality time to others and their
communities as they ran in circles.
Returning to where you started or
in some cases coming to a similar
community, proves to be a valuable
asset to improving and strengthening
those that live in that community. The
area is familiar to you, yet faces
are new, and the experiences and
talents are new. The minds wait for
you to fill them. The back page of this
newsletter spotlights four leaders in
our high schools whose exploration
has come full circle. These three

young men and one woman
received foundation scholarships
for their higher education journey.
Their paths led them away to
college to successfully complete
their degrees. Now, they have
returned to Holmes County to help
students be successful in their high
school paths and develop them to
explore their college, career or
workforce options. Our investment
in them continues to impact future
generations.
Thanks to donors like the
Dale Lahm family and others who
prefer to remain anonymous, the
foundation invests in these young
students who venture out into their
own circle of life. We hope that
they will return to Holmes County
and use their talents to improve
and strengthen our community. But,
if they do not, we are assured that
they will be an important component
of whatever circle they end up in.
Darla A. Stitzlein, Executive Director

Scholarships available for the 2019 - 2020 academic year

Holmes County, OH residents, teachers and students are
encouraged to apply for scholarships through the Holmes
County Education Foundation website
(www.hcef.net).
The deadline to submit your online application(s) is
April 12, 2019 by 5 p.m.
Scholarships are primarly awarded to those who demonstrate
financial need, however other criteria may be considered.
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·Holmes County Education Foundation Scholarship
·[Anonymous Donors] Achievement Scholarship
·Baserman-Irving Family Scholarship
·Jennifer Bird Duff Memorial Scholarship
·Harold (H.T.) & Louise Blum Scholarship
·John Bock, M.D. Scholarship
·Ami Breitenbucher Memorial Nursing Scholarship
·Cary Scholarship
·Christmas Cookie Tour Hospitality Scholarship
·Ralph B. & Alta M. Dickersheet Scholarship
·Lilian Grace Edna Duncan Scholarship
·Herbert & Corrinne Drushell Scholarship
·Donald C. Egger Memorial Scholarship
·French Ridge Title Co. LTD Scholarship
·Aimee Frenette-Rickly Memorial Scholarship
·Robert & Elsie Galley Educational Scholarship
·Melanie A. Gehm Memorial Scholarship
·Julius & Helen Grassbaugh Scholarship
·Graven Family Nursing Scholarship
·Paul & Esther Haudenschild Memorial Music Scholarship
·Carol Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship
·Heinbuch Memorial Scholarship
·Fred & Ollie Hoffman Scholarship
·Holmes County Farm Bureau Larry Lee Lang Memorial
Scholarship
·Holmes County Ministerial Association Scholarship
·Jennifer M. Jones Memorial Scholarship
·Key Foundation Endowed Scholarship
·Killbuck Area Scholarship
·Dale & Catherine Lahm Family Scholarship

·Thomas Layman Memorial Scholarship
·Helen Logsdon Scholarship
·Bruce & Janet Mann Scholarship
·Master’s Service Scholarship
·Carl & Florence Maurer Scholarship
·Warren McCulloch Memorial Scholarship
·McNutt Scholarship
·Millersburg Rotary Club Scholarship
·MMF Scholarship
·Patricia M. Morganti Memorial Scholarship
·Keith Nowels Memorial Scholarship
·William H. Patten III Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. Owen & Mildred Patterson Scholarship
·Raymond J. & Louella F. Patterson Scholarship for Teachers
·Robert & Della Ramseyer Scholarship
·Rodhe Family Scholarship
·Sauerbrey Memorial Scholarship
·John W. & Geneva Schuler Scholarship
·Judson & Beverly Schuler Scholarship
·Blair Slutz Memorial Education Scholarship
·R. Dean & Jean A. Smith Scholarship
·Darb & Tootzi Snyder Family Scholarship
·Spirit Hiland Scholarship
·Spirit West Holmes Scholarship
·Roy & Dorothy Stallman Memorial Scholarship
·Marcia L. Stutzman Memorial Scholarship
·Maxine Waltman Memorial Scholarship
·Don & Oneta (“Grandma”) Way Memorial Scholarship
·Weber Girls Scholarship
·Paul & Elizabeth Young Memorial Music Scholarship
·Helen R. Youngs Music Scholarship

MMF Scholarship to assist Hiland Grads or those with GED
The MMF Scholarship was endowed recently with the Holmes County Education Foundation by an anonymous donor. The MMF Scholarship will assist a
Holmes County resident who is either a graduate of Hiland High School or one
that obtained their General Education Diploma (GED) and intends to pursue
higher education. Applicants must be in good academic standing with demonstrated financial need. At least one renewable scholarship will be awarded
annually. Eligible applicants can apply for this scholarship now by completing
the Foundation’s online application available at www.hcef.net. The deadline
to apply is April 12, 2019. Students currently receiving scholarships from the
Holmes County Education Foundation are not eligible to apply for this new
scholarship.
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Thank you for your service Trustees!
The Holmes County Education Foundation would like to extend
a huge thank you to Julian Coblentz for his three years of service
on the Advisory Board and five years on the HCEF Board of Trustees
as he leaves the Board of Trustees. His creative insights on higher
education have been tremendous and he will be missed. We wish
him luck on his future professional endeavors!

The Foundation welcomes Craig E. Hershberger (pictured left)
to the Board of Trustees! Craig has demonstrated a passion for
higher education and our local community for over thirty years. He
earned a bachelor’s degree from Malone University in education as
well as a master’s degree in counseling. He also attended Ashland
University where he obtained a master’s degree in school administration. He was employed by Garaway Elementary one year as
a physical education teacher, served five years in the West Holmes
local schools as a physical education elementary teacher, and three
years as a teacher in the East Holmes elementary schools before
becoming the Hiland High School guidance counselor for twentyeight years. “I have seen the benefits received by area students
and the doors that have been opened for these students [with the
assistance of the Holmes County Education Foundation]”.

2019 ACT Turbo
Workshop
Twenty-three local students participated in the annual
ACT Turbo Workshop on February 2, 2019 from 10:00
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at The University of Akron - Millersburg campus. The attendees were provided ACT test
taking strategies, time management strategies, and
practice material to help improve ACT scores. The
workshop was led by BWS Education Consulting, a
professional tutoring firm out of Dublin, Ohio. The
fee to attend the workshop was only $20.00 or four
hours of documented community service. The workshop is offered annually in January or February. Any
information regarding an upcoming test preparation
workshop will be listed on our website (www.hcef.net).
Students can visit www.freetestprep.com for test preparation
resources.
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Keyholder’s Society

The Keyholder’s Society was established in 2014 to recognize and thank those donors who have included or intend to
include the Holmes County Education Foundation in their wills, trusts, retirement plans, life insurance designations, and
other planned gifts. By joining, you can take satisfaction in knowing that you are part of an important legacy. Contact
Executive Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to learn more about becoming a member of the Keyholder’s Society.
honorary founders
Robin C. Hovis
Linda & Mike Angelo
Richard & Betty McNutt
Anonymous (3)
John & Dona Roberts
Kay E. Earney
Mike & Cindy Taylor
Members
Anonymous
Carl & Florence Maurer

Establish a Scholarship With Us!

T

he Holmes County Education Foundation has had
the privilege of working with several donors
throughout the years in establishing scholarships. Each
of these scholarships is created by a donor to meet their
unique philanthropic interests, achieve their charitable
goals, and improve the quality of life for Holmes County
residents.
As a special recognition of donors of $25,000 or
more, we establish named Endowed Scholarships. These
are often a tribute to a milestone event, such as an
anniversary or birthday, or to honor a celebrated life.
The donor may determine the name of the scholarship
and its criteria.
The Holmes County Education Foundation relies
solely on the contributions of citizens who recognize
the importance of education. Help us continue to
provide the residents of Holmes County with educational
opportunities by remembering the Holmes County
Education Foundation in your will. Contact Executive
Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to discuss
establishing a scholarship.

IRA Charitable Rollover
The IRA charitable rollover law allows you to transfer up to
$100,000.00 tax-free directly from an individual retirement account
(IRA) to the Holmes County Education Foundation (HCEF) without
undesirable tax effects!
If you are 70.5 years or older and hold an individual retirement
account, you may qualify for the IRA charitable rollover if you
transfer funds directly from an IRA to one or more qualified charities
including the HCEF. Please consult your tax professional if you are
considering a charitable gift under this law.
To make an IRA charitable rollover gift to the HCEF, please instruct
your IRA plan administrator to include your name and designation in
the memo section of a check and make payable and mail to:
Holmes County Education Foundation
114 North Clay Street, Millersburg, OH 44654
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Spotlight on Alumni

A

s the Foundation
prepares to administer scholarships
to local students for the upcoming
academic year, it is apparent the
impact these scholarships have
had on our local community. The
scholarships and grants awarded
through the Holmes County
Education Foundation reflect an
investment in not only those who are
currently pursuing higher education,
but the imprint of success within
Holmes County, Ohio. These four
successful scholarship recipients
now lead the bright and aspiring
students who also wish to further
their education. 			

“My educational experience
has given me the base of knowledge
needed to be a successful educator.
Through the information I learned, I
gained valuable insight into the best
practices for creating an environment
where students and staff can grow.”
- C.J. Spreng, Principal of Hiland
Middle School and High School
“I know first hand how
[donors’] support can help students
open doors for their future. I think
we are extremely fortunate to have
the generous donors that we have in
our community.” - Aaron Kaufman,
Principal of West Holmes High
School
“There is so much talent &
knowledge in the youth of this area
and I love being able to help them

Madelyn Brewer
East Holmes & West Holmes Education Administrators and Staff (L-R): C.J. Spreng, Aaron
Kaufman, Alison Rogers, and Noah Boyd.

reach their goals and full potential.” Alison Rogers, Guidance Counselor
of West Holmes High School
“College is bigger than just
receiving a degree. It’s about the
opportunities that develop and the
relationships that are established.” Noah Boyd, Guidance Counselor of
Hiland High School

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MILLERSBURG, OH 44654
PERMIT NO. 97

Providing our Community with Key
Opportunities for Further Education
114 North Clay Street
Millersburg, OH 44654
Phone: 330.674.7303
Fax: 330.674.7313
E-mail: info@hcef.net
Web: www.hcef.net

It’s Easy to Invest!
Use the enclosed donor
envelope or donate online at
our newly updated website
www.hcef.net!
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