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 Florence Maurer and her late husband 
Carl, have had a tremendous impact on our 
local community.  For over 50 years, the couple 
was active within the agricultural community 
as well as the local school district.  Florence 
served as cook at Lakeville Elementary and 
West Holmes High School and volunteered 
many years in the Nashville Elementary 
School kindergarten classroom.  They also 
attended many West Holmes High School 
sporting events to cheer on their favorite 
teams!  It was through their combined love 
of their community and interest in helping 
young students pursue their higher education 
goals, that the “Carl and Florence Maurer 
Scholarship” was created. 

  
 
  The scholarship is endowed 
with the Holmes County Education 
Foundation and is awarded annually 
to a West Holmes High School 
graduating senior with demonstrated 
financial need and pursuing a higher 
education.  The 2017 Carl & Florence 
Maurer Scholarship was awarded 
to Cherokee Wells who is attending 
Wright State University to study Pre-
Medicine.
        “On behalf of the Holmes 
County Education Foundation, I’d 
like to thank Florence Maurer for 

her generosity to the Education Foundation, which in turn helps the students we 
serve and the Holmes County community.  It’s easy to see that Florence and Carl 
had a strong work ethic and valued their community, youth, and caring for the 
land. Establishing a scholarship 
has allowed their values to be 
carried on for future generations.” 
commented Executive Director 
Darla Stitzlein. 
 Because of her dedication 
to Holmes County, Florence was 
honored at a luncheon where she 
was presented the 2017 Friend of 
Philanthropy award.
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Florence Maurer awarded 2017 
“Friend of Philanthropy” 

Carl & Florence Maurer

Florence Maurer accepts the award from HCEF Trustees 
John Waltman, Linda Angelo, and Executive Director 

Darla Stitzlein.  
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special edition

Darla A. Stitzlein, Executive Director

 I recently was contacted by a 
former scholarship recipient. This young 
lady utilized our college access services 
as a high school senior. With our help and 
financial assistance and her determination, 
she successfully obtained her bachelor’s 
degree and then obtained her master’s 
degree in social work. She now directs the 
personal health services program of our 
local health department. One program 
that she oversees is, Help Me Grow. This 
program targets young mothers and helps 
them to provide their babies with healthy 
growth and development. I met with the 
young mothers in this group and educated 
them on the process of attending and 
paying for college. No doubt they have 
obstacles in their path. But, I told them 
they could do it and encouraged them to 
pursue their higher education goals so they 
can provide a good life for themselves 
and their children. 
 Our scholarship program 
continues to grow annually thanks to the 

Darla A. Stitzlein with her parents

A Message from our Director

“You have it. 
Produce it.”

Gloria Jean DiFabio – Encourager, 
Piano Player Extraordinaire, My Mom

1935 – 2017
 Growth is good. Maybe not 
around your mid-section, but in general, 
growth is good. I’m pleased to report 
that the Foundation’s assets grew in 2017 
with a consolidated account performance 
of 14.88%. These funds enable us to 
offer scholarships and services that 
help students grow in their ability to 
successfully obtain a higher education. 

generosity of local groups and donors. One 
such group is the Holmes County Ministerial 
Association. I’m excited to announce that 
later this spring we are launching a new 
scholarship idea, so stay tuned to hear more 
about it! 
 It’s my honor to congratulate 
Florence Maurer as our 2017 Friend of 
Philanthropy. Florence has been involved 
with the growth of crops and animals on 
the farm and with the educational growth 
of children in the schools. Her creation of 
a scholarship continues her commitment to 
helping young adults grow into productive 
citizens. We must all work together to help 
each other grow and to let these students 
know that they have it. They just need to 
produce it. 
 Inspired by my brother Darrell’s 
recent publication of a children’s book, I 
dedicate this column to my parents, Lou and 
Gloria Jean DiFabio. They helped me grow 
and because of them, I’m helping others 
grow.

 

H o l m e s  C o u n t y  E d u c a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n  N e w  S c h o l a r s h i p
 A p p l i c a t i o n s  A v a i l a b l e

Executive Session
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·Holmes County Education Foundation Scholarship
·[Anonymous Donors] Achievement Scholarship
·Baserman/Irving Family Scholarship
·Jennifer Bird Duff Memorial Scholarship
·Harold (H.T.) & Louise Blum Scholarship
·Joe & Frieda Bock Scholarship
·Ami Breitenbucher Memorial Nursing Scholarship
·Cary Scholarship
·Christmas Cookie Tour Hospitality Scholarship
·Ralph B. & Alta M. Dickersheet Scholarship
·Lilian Grace Edna Duncan Scholarship
·Herbert & Corrinne Drushell Scholarship
·Donald C. Egger Memorial Scholarship
·French Ridge Title Co. LTD Scholarship
·Aimee Frenette-Rickly Memorial Scholarship
·Robert & Elsie Galley Educational Scholarship
·Melanie A. Gehm Memorial Scholarship
·Julius and Helen Grassbaugh Scholarship
·Graven Family Nursing Scholarship
·Paul & Esther Haudenschild Memorial Music Scholarship
·Carol Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship
·Heinbuch Memorial Scholarship
·Fred & Ollie Hoffman Scholarship
·Holmes County Farm Bureau Larry Lee Lang Memorial 
Scholarship
·Holmes County Ministerial Association Scholarship
·Jennifer M. Jones Memorial Scholarship
·Key Foundation Endowed Scholarship

·Killbuck Area Scholarship 
·Thomas Layman Memorial Scholarship
·Helen Logsdon Scholarship 
·Bruce & Janet Mann Scholarship
·Master’s Service Scholarship
·Carl & Florence Maurer Scholarship
·Warren McCulloch Memorial Scholarship
·McNutt Scholarship
·Millersburg Rotary Club Scholarship
·Patricia M. Morganti Memorial Scholarship
·Keith Nowels Memorial Scholarship
·William H. Patten III Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. Owen & Mildred Patterson Scholarship
·Raymond J. & Louella F. Patterson Scholarship for Teachers
·Robert & Della Ramseyer Scholarship
·Rodhe Family Scholarship
·Sauerbrey Memorial Scholarship
·John W. & Geneva Schuler Scholarship
·Judson & Beverly Schuler Scholarship
·Blair Slutz Memorial Education Scholarship
·R. Dean & Jean A. Smith Scholarship
·Darb & Tootzi Snyder Family Scholarship
·Roy & Dorothy Stallman Memorial Scholarship
·Marcia L. Stutzman Memorial Scholarship
·Maxine Waltman Memorial Scholarship 
·Don & Oneta (“Grandma”) Way Memorial Scholarship
·Weber Girls Scholarship
·Paul & Elizabeth Young Memorial Music Scholarship
·Helen Youngs Music Scholarship

H o l m e s  C o u n t y  M i n i s t e r i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n
S c h o l a r s h i p  E n d o w e d

The Holmes County Ministerial Association (H.C.M.A.) made a major gift to the Holmes 
County Education Foundation to establish the Holmes County Ministerial Association 

Scholarship.  The Holmes County Ministerial Association’s (formerly known as the 
Millersburg Ministerial Association) mission is : Local churches coming together in 

unity to model the Body of Christ in Holmes County.  This new scholarship will assist a 
current graduating senior of Hiland or West Holmes High School that intends to pursue 

an undergraduate degree in a ministry-related area of study such as youth, worship, 
music, pastoral, or missions and plan to attend a Christian-based college or university. 

Preference will be given to those demonstrating financial need.  Eligible applicants can 
apply for this scholarship this year until April 13, 2018   by completing the Foundation’s 
online application available at www.hcef.net.  Students currently receiving scholarships 

from the Holmes County Education Foundation are not eligible to apply for this new 
scholarship.

Seated (L-R) HCMA President Steve Young, Holmes 
County Education Foundation Executive Director 

Darla Stitzlein and HCMA Vice-President Wes 
McElravy (standing) review the Holmes County 
Ministerial Association Scholarship Agreement.
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Recent and Upcoming Events

Lilian Duncan

ACT Turbo Workshop 
February 3, 2018

Twenty - one students participated in the annual “ACT Turbo Workshop” 
sponsored by the Holmes County Education Foundation.  The workshop 
was held at The University of Akron - Millersburg Campus.  BWS 
Education Consulting led discussions related to taking the ACT Test such 
as best practices and subject - specific matter. The cost to attend was 
four hours of documented community service or twenty dollars.  Past 
participants who have attended the class have shown to increase their 
ACT score between one and four points.  The next ACT Turbo Workshop 

is scheduled to be held Spring 2019.

Help Me Grow Higher Education Discussion
February 13, 2018

Executive Director Darla Stitzlein along with Becky Starner, Director 
of Personal Health Services for the Holmes County General Health 
District, hosted a higher education forum to seven young mothers who 
participate in the “Help Me Grow” program which assists mothers and 
their children by promoting healthy growth and development.  Topics 
discussed included: focused degree obtainment and financing higher 
education.  Becky Starner, a former Hiland high school graduate began 
chasing her higher education goals by utilizing the College Access 
program and applying for scholarships through the HCEF.  She has 
since earned a Master’s degree in Social Work from The University of 
Akron and continues to serve other Holmes County community members.

Cleveland Indians Baseball Game Fundraiser
Deadline to Register: May 1, 2018

Attention all Cleveland Indians baseball fans!  
Individuals are now able to purchase tickets 
for the Cleveland Indians vs. Oakland A’s 
baseball game to be held on July 6, 2018! 
The cost to attend is $94 made payable to the 
“Cleveland Indians” which includes a club seat 
ticket, all inclusive food and soft drinks, and 
fireworks viewing!  An additional $15 check 
made payable to “HCEF” is a required non-
refundable portion to help benefit the Carol 
Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship held 
with the Holmes County Education Foundation.  
Participants will be able to ride the “Fan 

Express Bus” (shown above) free of charge!  For more information, contact Marcella Hawkins (Carol’s sister) by 
calling/texting (330)465-6987 or email loracsadventures@gmail.com.

Photo provided by Marcella Hawkins
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IRA Charitable Rollover
The IRA charitable rollover law allows you to transfer up to 

$100,000.00 tax-free directly from an individual retirement account 
(IRA) to the Holmes County Education Foundation (HCEF) without 
undesirable tax effects!

     If you are 70.5 years or older and hold an individual retirement 
account, you may qualify for the IRA charitable rollover if you 
transfer funds directly from an IRA to one or more qualified charities 
including the HCEF.  Please consult you tax professional if you are 
considering a charitable gift under this law.

     To make an IRA charitable rollover gift to the HCEF, please instruct 
your IRA plan administrator to include your name and designation in 
the memo section of a check and make payable and mail to:  
 The Holmes County Education Foundation

114 North Clay Street
Millersburg, OH 44654

The Holmes County Education Foundation has had the 
privilege of working with several donors throughout 

the years in establishing educational scholarships. Each 
of these scholarships is created by a donor to meet their 
unique philanthropic interests, achieve their charitable 
goals, and improve the quality of life for Holmes County 
residents.

As a special recognition of donors of $25,000 or 
more, we establish named Endowed Scholarships. These 
are often a tribute to a milestone event, such as an 
anniversary or birthday, or to honor a celebrated life. 
The donor may determine the name of the scholarship 
and its criteria.

The Holmes County Education Foundation relies 
solely on the contributions of citizens who recognize the 
importance of education. Help us continue to provide 
the residents of Holmes County with educational 
opportunities by remembering the Holmes County 
Education Foundation in your will. Contact Executive 
Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to discuss 
establishing a scholarship.

honorary founding members
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Members

The Keyholder’s Society was established in 2014 to recognize and thank those donors who have 

included or intend to include the Holmes County Education Foundation in their wills, trusts, 

retirement plans, life insurance designations, and other planned gifts.  By joining, you can take 

satisfaction in knowing that you are part of an important legacy.  Contact Executive Director Darla 

Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to learn more about becoming a member of the Keyholder’s Society.
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Providing our Community with Key 
Opportunities for Further Education

Make an investment in our community 
by donating today! You may use the 
enclosed donor envelope or check 
out our website at www.hcef.net 
for online giving options!

114 North Clay Street
Millersburg, OH 44654
Phone: 330.674.7303
Fax: 330.674.7313
E-mail: info@hcef.net 
Web: www.hcef.net
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the Buckeye Career Center in 2005.  He 
graduated from Bluffton University this 
past year with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Food & Nutrition and a minor in Business 
Management.  The Holmes County 
Education Foundation helped support 
him financially through a scholarship 
to be used towards college tuition and 
fees.  “This scholarship blessed me in 
two ways: helping me finish my major 
and tangibly showing me how my local 
community lends a hand to others.”

 It was through this opportunity 
that he was able to obtain an internship 
that led to his current position! “I’m 
fortunate to be employed in my field of 
study.  It was through a class requirement 
of performing an internship, that I was 
able to eventually become employed 

with Walnut Creek Foods!  I also had 
other opportunities within the food 
production industry, but I’m glad I didn’t 
take those!” states Eric.  “I came back to 
Holmes County for the job opportunities 
and the ability to reintegrate with my 
family and local community.”

 Eric enjoys spending his free 
time outdoors, listening to podcasts, and 
participating in choral music tours.

 

Spotlight 
on Alumni

 Eric Beachy is no stranger to 
“quality” as he consistently incorporates 
it into his daily activity as a Product 
Manager for Walnut Creek Foods 
Manufacturing.  Part of his role includes 
ensuring food products are safe, labeled 
correctly, and developing new innovative 
and tasty products!  In fact, he states 
that even the residents have inspired him 
to infuse those ideals of generosity and 
happiness into his career!  “Residents of 
Holmes County are willing to pitch in and 
help when there is need,” states Beachy.  
“When I travel abroad, I find it rare to 
find the sense of community we have 
here in our county.  It’s something that I 
often take for granted.”

 Before Eric began travelling 
internationally, he obtained his GED from 

Eric Beachy


